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Today’s objectives

• Define what data we will include in our empirical 

analysis → according to clear criteria

• Objectives: 

– to collect the most relevant sources of the 3 debates

– to have comparable data for the 3 cases

• Before we start: Each group summarizes the 

focus of their planned article

– Research question(s)

– Hypotheses



Meso level narrative data

• Meso level NPF research focuses on 

policy narratives from policy actors

• who are the relevant policy actors?

• Where / how do they communicate with 

the public?



Relevant actors

• Our assumption: An official (governmental) 

narrative and other narrative(s) countering 

official narrative

• The NPF separates actors into discourse 

coalitions: define the side of the debate 

according to policy positions (for or against 

a policy)



Relevant actors

Official narrative

• Moscow government and 

administration

• United Russia party 

members

• [Official media]

Counter narrative

• Non-systemic opposition 

members

• Systemic opposition 

members?

• NGOs

• Activist groups

• [Independent media]



Policy positions

For renovatsia Against (this version) of 

renovatsia

For public transport reforms Against (this version) of 

public transport reform

Solve the garbage crisis

For increasing recycling, 

reducing garbage

Keep status quo

For landfills, garbage 

storage



Scope

• Open questions:

– What is our timeframe?

– Governance level: do we only include 

Moscow city, Moscow oblast, or the federal 

level?

– Only public debates or also closed debates?



Timeframe

• Most studies examine policy narrative over 

the known length of the policy debate 

– Sobyanin mayor since 2010

– Start waste crisis ???

– Start renovation program ???

– New transport policy since ???



Governance level

Preference to work at the level of Moscow 

city only.  

• For renovation: ok?

• For transport: ok? need to include oblast?

• Waste management: ?



Potential data sources

Governmental websites:

– www.mos.ru

• Especially under “news” but also specific parts on 

our cases: e.g., transport, renovatsia

– www.mos.ru/city/projects/renovation/

– www.fr.mos.ru (fond renovatsii)

– “Participatory sites”: www.ag.mos.ru,  

www.gorod.mos.ru & www.crowd.mos.ru

– Blog Sobyanin: www.sobyanin.ru/blog

http://www.mos.ru/
http://www.mos.ru/city/projects/renovation/
http://www.fr.mos.ru/
http://www.ag.mos.ru/
http://www.gorod.mos.ru/
http://www.crowd.mos.ru/
https://www.sobyanin.ru/blog








Potential data sources

• Websites of NGOs

– What would be the most relevant NGOs for 

your cases?



Potential data sources

• Social media (for both sides of the debate)

– Facebook

– Vkontakte

– Telegramm

– Twitter

• Should we mix social media and other 

(online) sources?



Potential data sources

• Media (available online):

– “Official” media

• E.g., moskva24

– Independent media

• Ekho moskvii

• medusa



Potential data sources

• What about:

– Public speeches?

– Debates in gorodskaya duma?

• Should we include only text or also video?



What text from what source did you 

bring today?



In groups: make a list of the most important 

sources of narrative data for your case 

Include both sides of the debate. 

Put most important sources first.



Collection procedures

• We collect all data on the debates

– In our timeframe from the selected sources

– Afterwards we might have to exclude some 

text, if they are not a policy narrative (= do not 

contain a character)

• We start collecting with the most relevant 

sources



Who searches what?



Collection procedures

• We save all texts on google drive / drop

box. One folder per case. You need to 

copy text or make a print screen into a 

world file 

• We name the files in a folder according to 

certain rules

• We add each text in an excel file



How to name a file

1. Letter for your case

– R = Renovatsia

– T = Transport

– W = Waste management

2. Number the documents

3. Your initals (First name, last name)

– R1CS, R2CS…, T1CS

– R1KZ, R2KZ…





Next seminar

• Unitl next seminar you need to collect all 

the texts. We aim for several hundred

texts.

• If you have problems meanwhile, write me

and come and see me!

• 3 March or 10 March?

• 1 to 3 ok? Or better 3 to 6?


